Floriferons!... WildfTowers Galore

By Faul Rothrock

When is a flower garden not a flower
garden? When itisthe backyard [or front
yard as we say in lake country] of a
recreational vehiele park.  Incredibly, at
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Barton Lake in Steuben County an
attractively maintained B0-unit BY park
owned by Hevin Herher looks out over an
expanse of coloful, wet meadow. The
site 15 studded with vyellow wetland
sunflowers and black-eyed Susans, blue
alm's lobelias, low growing shrublby
cinquefoil, a divarsity of curiously shap ed
sadges, and even a few poison sumac
shrubs thrown in for good measure, Tnly
a few years before. much ofthisarea was
avergrown with weeds and nvaswe
shrub s, choking its natural beauty, evin
wanted to develop the land, butto do son
a way that reflects his family's long
relationship with the lake and land
Warking with Fevin, Blue Heran
Winistries had a unique stewardship
oppartumty. Could a single manage mant
plan preserye a piece of God's creatian,
even restore itto a condition closer to its
ariginal glory, and at the same time allow
accessforlake activities?

CinAugust @, afield tip to ColingBay RY
Community confirmed that the answer
was a resounding "yes'. A dozen of us
experienced the umgue melding of
natural flower garden, wetland
restoration, and active lake shore  We
followed ane ofthree boardwalk s through
the weat meadow that leads residents

down to the dock and lake shore. Agwe
wound our way along the shore and
thraugh the expansive neadow we were
introduged to dozens of unfamiliar and
beautiful wildflowers.. most
growing to just aboyve knee
Figh, Some of us smapped
pictures; others stiuggled to
lzarn the mames of the many
- unfamiliar species, while still
others simply maneled at the
calors, shapes, and patterns
To our amazement we yiewed
phaotos from only a few years
earlier that demonstrated that
the density of rmead ow flowers
had actually incre ased in spite
of the proximity to an active
human community, ne
seeret of this success was to
restore carefully timed,
controlted, dornvant-season
fire o the meadow  The fire
reduced cover of high growing shrubs
that overtopped and shaded out
wildflowars, These same fires released
tied-up nutrents that stimulated the
grovwth of the flowers.

Feading and meditating on Psalm 103
was 3 fiting conclusion to our wetland
tour., The climax of the Psalm notes how
weal and frail we are as hurmans, which
like wildflowers, bloom and seon are
gone asthoughwe had neverheen "But
tha love of
the Laord
e malins
farever.” And
lving in the
light of that
steadfast
lov e, we
should listen
to his
commands.
"Praise the
L o o1 d

avelrything he
has created ™
Together,
while in the
beauty of an
RY% park. we
didjustthat.
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